
 MLA Style

No matter where your information comes from, you always need to cite your sources. The eighth 
editio nof the MLA Handbook asks that information be cited in two different ways -- in parentheti-
cal citation within the text of the paper and in a Works Cited page at the paper’s conclusion.  

See also:

 MLA Handbook. 8th ed., Modern Language Association, 2016,  
Ready Reference 808.027 C685

There are two important rules to keep in mind when utilizing MLA style:
 1.  Each entry on the Works Cited page should correspond to at least one parenthetical, or   
  in-text, citation.
 2.  Parenthetical citations should be included for clarity and accuracy.
 

Parenthetical (In-text) Citations

Include the author’s last name, if known, or the first key word of the title of the work, followed by a 
page number, if known.

(Smith 10)  (Smith) (”Weather” 10)

Works Cited

Book with One Author or Editor

Frye, Northrop.  Anatomy of Criticism:  Four Essays.  Princeton UP, 1957. 

Book with Multiple Authors or Editors 

Bondanella, Peter, and Julia Conway, editors.  Dictionary of Italian Literature.  Greenwood Press,   

 1979.

Books with more than four or more authors/editors should use the first person's name followed by 
the phrase “et al.” 

Chapter from a Book or Anthology 

Thurschwell, Pamela.  “That Imperial Stomach is No Seat for Ladies: Henry James, the First World   

 War and the Politics of Identification.”  Modern Sexualities, edited by Hugh Stevens, 

 Manchester UP, 2000, pp. 167-83.
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A Multi-Volume Work

Blanco, Richard L., editor.  The American Revolution, 1775-1783: An Encyclopedia. 2nd ed., 

 Garland Press, 1993. 2 vols.

Part of a Multi-Volume Work
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 Oxford History of England, edited by Sir George Clark, vol. 1, Oxford UP, 1937-65. 15 vols.

Magazine/Newspaper Article

McKay, Peter A.  “Stocks Feel the Dollar’s Weight.”  Wall Street Journal, 4 Dec. 2006, p. C1.
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Robinson, David J. “Lima.” World Book Encyclopedia, World Book, 2001.
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Buffalo.” World Book Encyclopedia, World Book, 2001.

Book Review

Schneller, Robert J., Jr. Review of A History of the Confederate Navy, by Raimondo Luraghi.  

 American Historical Review, vol. 102, Oct. 1997, p. 1232.

Video

The Golden Bowl.  Directed by James Cellan Jones, performances by Cyril Cusack, Barry Morse, Jill  

 Townsend, Daniel Massey, and Kathleen Byron, Acorn Media, 1999.
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